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Salire’s my weapon; but I'm too discreet, 
To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet ; 
I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 
Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.— Vore. 
in >— 
THE BOROUGH-MONSTER SEIZED WITH A 
PARALYTIC AFFECTION. 
The speech of Mr. Canning, on the presentation of the 
documents relative to the attemptof the English Ministry 
to prevent the war b tween France and Spain, though it 


reflects eternal disgrace upon our councils as a nation, 





has something cheering about it, inasmuch as it announces 
the imbecility, and prognosticates the FALL of that 
MONSTROUS SYSTEM which has cursed us so long! 
Menof England! Prepare for the event! Mr. Canning 
avows that the Mouster has no longer any influence abroad, 
nor any power of motiou, to aveuge foreign insults. Mr. 
Canning confesses that the Boreugh-Government of 
England has lost the use of every member of its body, 
except the longue that babbies ia its emply head! 
A political paralysis has seized upon the system. It 
is rivetted to one spot; aud though by dint of good 
bolsteriny, and propping up, it yet remains upon its 
feet, it has no power of moving about ; its uncouth arms 
hang listless from its weary shoulders ; 
Vot. X. No. 16. 
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totter against one another:---in fact it can do nothing 
but braw!, aud that to very little purpose, though it 
make use of the great Duke of Wellington as its mouth- 
piece! Be on the alert, Reformers! ‘The monster that 
threatened to trample ye into the dust, that brandished its 
bloody faulchion in your faces, and even dyed it with your 
blood, has now become a decrepid, trembling, tottering, 
sinking creature, that wants nothing but a locked-jaw to 
reduce it to a perfect statue, as monstrotis and as harmless 
as the bronze Weilington in the park! Mr. Canning 
cofesses that the allied powers have meckea and duped 
lian aud lis colleegues. He confesses that he did not know 
tirat the affairs of Spain would form any part of the dis- 
CiussiOis at Verona. ‘he crowned despots did not deem 
it worth their while to consult the English Ministry as to 
What they should do :—and when Mr. Canning ventured 
to tell them England would have nothing to do with the 
iuvasion of Spain, they procecded wiih as much indiffe- 
rence to what Mr. Canning said, or thought, as if some 
new “ Sir Oracie”’ had barked! Never were Ministers 
before placedin such a diluLmma. That great Radical, the 
‘“ DEBY,’’ stares them in the face at every turn. The 
thousands of living and personal radicals that ouly wait 
for an Opportunity to move towards their object, haunt the 
council-board like unappeased spectres. A war on the 
continent is to ministers the knell of all their hopes of pro- 
longing the system “ during their time.” The neutrality 
to which they cling so fondly, derides them. They 
know they cannot be neutral for any long period, without 
seeing’ Kagland fall from her rank in the catalogue of na- 
tions. In this fall, they perceive the fall of the revenue, 
the ruin of the stocks, a general bankruptcy, and a vio- 
lent convulsion. If they go to war, they dread the 
same results,---from an increase of debt, and a decrease 


of revenue d---and the © restless spirit of reform :’? which 
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their condition, only render it the more strikine and the 


more ridieulovs. ‘The reformers shall have one of their 
r. Canning says we are bound to defend 
Portugal, avd that if France attacks Portugal, we must 
so to war with France—but that Frareo has premised 
not to meddle with Portugal. Frenesed! Mind this! 
Mr. Canning, who effeets to Grvst this promise, in the 
same speech avows the invasion of Spain to be fingrantly 
unjust; and he enewies those who can give vent to their 

Sourbons. Yet, 


while he denounces them as in the act of committing 
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crimes, compared with which ordinary murder is a 
venial. offene>, Mr. Canning, as an odd excuse for 


+ 


not being more brave and more honest, aifects to 
trust to the promise of such wretches that they will stop 
short in their career of infamy when they have reached 
the borders of Portugal!!! The contemptible imbeci- 
lity that could offer sich @ hope of reliance is too low 
for satire, and too mean even for contempt. ‘The 
Bourbons have also promised not to keep anything they 
may take, nor to held Spain in military occupation ! 
Gramercy! There is better security for this than their 
promise, or the White Flag would float on every Spanish 
battlement for ares yet to come ! 

It is difficult to eather from these papers, whether our 
ministers dislike the Spanish Invasion, or the Spanish Con- 
stitution, the most :---but they have clearly a mortal aver- 
sion to both ; and actually employed the Duke of Welling- 
tn to persuade the Spaniards to alter their constitution, 


make it more agreeable to the palates both of the 
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Bourbons, and of the restorers of the Bourbons.-.- 


This is what they call neutrality! anda desire for the 


maintenance of peace: Poor things! ‘They are really 


mach to be pitied ;—and yet the world is far more inelin- 
ed to laugh at them—and probaviy wouid iaugh outright, 
but from a sense of decorum, and perhaps a little fear that 


more pen-knives might be needed in the Cabinet. My 


Lord Liverpool is ata sad non-pius. He caunot for the 
tiie of him conceive how the Bourbous and the Emperors of 
Russia, Prussia, and Austria, can be such naughty children ! 
They were such good boys once! Aha, aha! master borough- 
mougers, you have laid out jifieen hundred maitions well, 


fur the repose of the world! But the great baby will not 
sleep ia your cradle! It is up, and roaring for more 
play-things : and all the rods you can find will never 
chide it into peace again. 

Mr. Canning claims great credit for having had the 
amzing spirit to tell the Bourbons, that he would not 
join in the attack on Spain—for this is all that he has 
done, in effect. Neutrality is opposition to Spain, and 
union with France! Suppose a cur were to see a fierce 
cat about to attack a mouse, and some little civilities 
having passe d between the cur and the mouse, the latter 
were to ask him to take her part, and the dog were to 
answer—* No! it is a barbarous thing for puss to attack 
you, and | wish you safe into your hole; but [ shall not 
iluterfere. | mean to be perfectly newtrat\’’? Did we not 
comprehend the true reason of Mr. Canning’s neutrality, 
we should stare at it strangely—but when we know he 
is the priest of an idol that can be moved no longer, we 
comprehend his reason tor wishing to be quiet, and only 
taugh at the folly that can indu ge such a hope. 
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MOST EXTRAORDINARY PROCEEDINGS IN 
YORKSHIRE 
IN A CASE OF ALLEGED MURDER! 
a 
Our readers will remember that we declined to com- 


ae 


meut upon the case of the murder of Mr. Law, becatse 

















— 


SHE BLACK DWARF. d4 


the matter was in a course of inquiry before the leeal 
tribunals. Whatever attempts were made, at first, to 
defeat the ends of justice, we were disinclined to notice : 
as they had been disappointed: and the accused were 
safely lodged in York Castle. We promised, however, to 
watch the case, and we did so :---and, looking day aft r 
day in the London journals for the trial of Mead, we 
were much disappointed to see the sessions pass over with- 
out any report of the affair. 

Anactive and zealous correspondent has supplied the 
omission; and forwarded to us a report of two days pro- 
ceedings, in the court at York, in order to obtain the 
postponement of the trial, on the ground that a@ far trea! 
could not be vbtained in the County of Yorkshire! A more 
preposterous thing was never heard of:--- and we are 
released from any further delicacy upon the question--- 
which is now---whether the aceused shal be tried or 
not! 

The ground of the application for the postponement of 
the trial, was the alleged publi ation of placards, and 
paragraphs in the neighbouring journals, in which ex- 
pressions of strong indignation against the prisoner were 
used. Now, in all cases of murder, this language is 
made use of in the reports !---Some one has here commit- 
teda wanton and barbarous murder. It is asserted on 
plausible evidence, supported by the decision of a coro- 
ner’s jury, that Mead was a party to the murder. Whe- 
ther he was so, or not :---or whether, if he was, there 
Was sufficient evidence to bring the crime home to him, is 
another matter :---but to say that aman accused of mur- 
der cannot have a fair trial, because murder excites 
the greatest indignation in the minds of the people is 
preposterous. The conviction would depend upon the facts 
elicited, and not upon the previous prejudices of th 
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jurors, if they did entertain any :---and if it: were other. 
wise---if the prejudices of the jury overweiched their 
reason, the Judge has the power in his breast of ad- 
vising the royal mercy to save the victim. To the mur- 
dercr of Mr. Bird and his housekeeper, language as stror or 
was applied by every neighbouring journal, as that com- 
plained of with respect to Mead. Yet no insinuation was 
advanced that he could not have a fairtrial. To the un- 
known murderer of Mrs. Donatty, the press ha as been equi lly 
liberal of its indignant exccration :---but if le were drag- 
ged from his hiding place, would the assertion that he 
could not have a fair trial be tolerated at the Old Bailey ? 

To understand this case properly, we must go back to 
a period before tiie eahiadhede of the offence. The first 
intellgence we oe” of the matter, was in a letter, 


dated February 1823. The follor Wing “1s an extract: 


oe 


You have sesh beard that Mr. James Law, of 
Stainton-dale, who recently appeared in the Court of 
King’s Bench, as the prosecutor of William Mead, for 
wilful and corrupt perjury, was shot at on Friday morn- 
ing last, about three o’clock. He and two friends were 
riding through Burneston, near Scarborough, and in pass- 
ing the house where Mead conmonly resided, Mr. Law 
was shot in the left shoulder.” 

Ofthis wound Mr. Law died. That a more horrid case of 
deliberate murder was never recorded, (be the ase a 
who he may) is evident enough. Here was an assassin, 
waiting for his victim, and coolly shooting him as 
he passes by. Now for the cause of the indigna- 
tion, as well as of the suspicion of the people falling 
upon Mead. He was one ofa gang of wholesale swearers, 


who had accused Mr. Law and others of beng 
concemed in cases of smuggling. Mr. Law prosecuted 
this Mead to conviction; and had not the Solicitor Gene- 


ral interfered to stop the trials, the whole gang of false 
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swearers Wotld in all probability have been conyicted. 
But although they escaped by a trick unworthy of a 
reputable servant of the crown, they could not escape 
the consequences of the moral conviction of the inhabitants 
of the neighbourhood in which they dwelt, that 
they had been perjured:—and Mead having been 
convicted, revenge might operate on such a mai_ to 
produce the murder:—and we regret to say that 
the conduct of some legal authorities in screening 
this man from his deserts might prompt him to believe 
that he was of sufficient consequence to obtam impunity 
for further crimes. When the constable examined the 
house in which Mead lived, he found a letter, written 
after his trial and conviction, telling his wife that if she 
wanted money, she might apply to Mr. P——, of C—— , 
that if any unexpected misfortune befel him, he was 
nearly certain of being pardoned: and that ——— had 
promised to find him a secure retreat in Seotland!” The 
result was that Mead wes hailed upon his conviction 
in the personal sum of 5007, and two sureties in 2500. 
each; and report has gone so far as to sav that the 
Solicitor General, after saving the other knaves by pre- 
venting their tria's, became bail for this Mead, who had 
been convicted! We shall not credit this—but  cer- 
tainly Mead had friends behind the curtain: and his ap- 
plication fora new trial was ranted without anv hesitation ; 
Upon grounds so slight in comparison with those upon 
Which the persecuted reformers have applied, aud have 
been always refused, that we must, to explain the matter, 
believe the judges saw more than they deemed it neces- 
sary to express. When Mr. Law was murdered, the 
feeling of the neighbourhood of Searborough was roused 
a) 
nation at the Manchester Massacre. But the official au- 


thorities did not seem to partake of this feeling. A coro- 


loan excess equalled by nothing but the public indig- 
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ner’s Jury was necessarily called : and the country is in- 
debted to the men who composed it, as much as to tle 
majority of the Oldham jurors, who declared that Lees 
had been murdered. The jury in this case consisted  {— 


Mr. John Grime, Foreman, ~ 
Mr. Henry Leadley ( 
Mr. Thomas Leadley, All of Iarewood-dale. 
Mr. Willian Stubbs, 
Mr. George White, ; 
Mr. William Covlson, ) 
Mr. Jonathan Richardson, 
Mr. William Hunter, ( 
Mr. Robert Craven, 

Mr. Robert Goodwill, ; 
Mr. Jehn Pickering, ¢ 
Mr. William Frank, 


Ail of Sylphs. 
All of Burneston. 


Our correspondent says, “ The coroner and jury met 
on Saturday the 22d ot February. In the course of that 
day, the jury were unanimously of opiuion, that a verdict 
of murder ought to be returned against Mead and Betts; 
but the coroner would not accept of such a verdict, and 
declared that he would summon another jury. He 
afterwards ogrecd to meet them again on the following 
‘Tuesday. They met, and the jury tendered him the same 
verdict, which he again refused to receive ; but appointed 
another meeting on the following day, at ten o’clock. 
The coroner, however, did not make his appearance until 
three in the afternoon ; when, finding the jury inflexible, 
he was conipelled to receive their verdict.” 

This hesitation on the part of the coroner, naturally 
encreased the indignation of the people. The case was 
so clear, that any other verdict would have been prepos- 
terous. Nothing but the public trial of Mead could ex- 
culpate him, if he were innocent. There was no possibility 
of doubting that a horrible and deliberate murder had been 
committed ; the only question was, who did it? and the 
tinger of presumptive proof pointed at Mead and Betts. 

We shall not here notice the corroborating proots of 
their guilt, which have been forwarded to us. They are 
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still untried ; and they ought to have all the advantage of 
a fair and unprejudiced trial. But we will proceed with 
our history of the case. 

When the trial should have been called on, a Mr. 
Williams rose to move that it should be postponed ; and 
he made this curious application on the affidavits of the 
(wo prisoners, that they thought they could not have a fair 
trial iu the county of York! A roar of laughter would 
have dismissed such an application on the part of a per- 
secuted reformer. Some journals, (principally ministe- 
rial ones) had used such language as this :—* the diaboli- 
cal intention !’’—* this revengeful assassin !’’—* his atro- 
cious resolve !’’—* satiating his horrid thirst for blood !’’— 
“eye of malice ;’’— revengeful spirit ;’”—* like a staunch 
murderer, steady to his purpose :’—&c., &c., which our 
readers are aware is the ordinary vocabulary of newspaper 
Writing, in reference to such a crime, and which 
is invariably applied to every murder that is committed. 
Besides this, some one had committed the horrible sin 
against the prisoners, of distributing copies of some verses, 
which had been sung at the funeral of Mr. Law !—Some 
ballad printer had further printed some verses on the oc- 
casion, headed—‘‘ On the barbarous murder of Mr. Law, 
by William Mead, the Government’s hireling murderer!” 
There were besides the affidavits of Samuel Cowling and 
Andrew Allen, two coroners for the county, and of George 
Bulmer, a solicitor, swearing to their extraordinary belief 
that the prisoners could not have a fair trial in the 
County of York, on account of these publications! Either 
the inteliect, or the honesty of these men must be at 
alow ebb. We must not forget to add, that the array for 
the defence also complained that Robert Haxby, a consta- 
ble of Burneston, had put a man in possesion of Mead's 
house ; and this man had refused to permit the Attorney for 
the prisoners to examine the premises ; and Buwimer going 
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into the house of Elizabeth Jenkinson, a principal witness 
for the prosecution, a woman did then and there, to wit 
in this house, and while it so rained as aforesaid, shew the 





attorney a copy of verses made for the occasion. 





Mr. Jones shewed cause on the following day against 
this trumpery stuff. He remarked that no application had 
been made to put off the trial, until the eve of the day 
fixed for the adjourned trial. ‘The defendants had before 
applied for delay, but had not then even alluded to the 
circumstance of not being able to obtain a fair trial. He 
proceeded to shew that one affidavit of the attorney for 
the defence was erroneous; but as the worthy attoruey 
had only sworn to some information that he had received 
from a post boy, he could not be prosecuted for perjury !— 
With respect to the distribution of the papers, he would 
only say that their own party might have done it, for the 
very purposes of the motion.* << According to the object 
of this motion,’’ said Mr. Jones, “ if the prisoners could 
not be tried where the papers had been circulated, as the 
accounts would be copied into most of the London and 
provincial papers, they could not have a fur trial any 
where, and so could not be tried at all, which was, he be- 
lieved, pretty nearly the object of the motron!!!" Mr. 
Jones said he was unable to say any thing to 
































the refusal to shew the premises; but as the re- 
fusal was said to have taken piace on the 3d of March, 
it was strange that it should not have been complained 
of till the 25th of March, when an enirance could have 
been easily obtained by an earlier application. Another 
curious circumstance was properly noticed by Mr. Jones. 
The counsel for the defendants had moved for a habeas to 
bring up a boy, who, it was insinuated, was kept out 

* The reader will here remember the inflammatory letters, sent to 


the Jury appointed to try Sir F. Burdett—and the detection of the 
wholesale exploits of the wretch Franklin in this way. 
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of the way by the prosecutors. In answer to this, it was 
sworn that, within half an hour of the motion being 
made for the habeas, the boy was sitting in the adjoining 
waiting-room, as a witness for the prosecution, his name 
was on the back of the indictment, he had been sworn in 


court, and examined by the grand jury! Mr. Jones con- 


cluded by saying, ‘‘ should this trial be put off, those who 
wish justice to have its course may be wearied out by 
delays and expenses. By what good fortune Mead had 
an array of four counsel in his favour, he would not 
suggest ; but the prosecutors had not a public purse to 
resort to: and no privale one could maintain such a war- 
fare.” 

Mr. Justice Holroyd said, the publications were the 
‘most intemperate and abominable that ever disgraced 
the press.”’ To this we reply, that if they were so, they 
were not produced am Court, for those that were read 
were of a very ordinary nature, and have been applied 
to a hundred prior cases, without either judge, or coun- 
sel affecting the least alarm at them. 

May we be permitted to ask whether Mead would have 
had four counsel to urge these points in his favour, if he 
had not been a government witness with regard to smug- 
gling transactions ? Would any notice of this kind have 
been taken of publications affecting an ordinary and 
obscure offender. We answer, NO! And thougrh we 
do not blame the delay, if it does not lead to an eva- 
sion of the law, (which we have some fears that it 
may)---yet we hesitate not to say that a more than 
ordinary cCegree of charity must have influenced the 
learned Judge to postpone the irial on the grounds al- 
leged. The character of our criminal jurisprudence ts 
at stake upon the resuit.. The previous fellowship of the 
accused with the system, his reliance upon evading the 


penalty due to the crime of which he was convicted, and 
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the extraordinary assistance he was afforded in this instance 
warrant a suspicion that fair play may not be meant. We 
disdain to abuse the wretched individuals who stand 
accused. Uutil it is proved beyond a doubt that they 
are the criminals, they are entitled to forbearance ; but 


we feel it our duty to express our indignation at the 


calumny which this application to postpone the 
trial, has thrown upon the county. The counsel for the 
prosecution offered to give up two ridings of that exten- 
sive county, and to take the jury out of the most remote 
riding ; but this would not do :—the plain fact being that 
no trial was wanted by the prisoners, and they had friends 
both in the court, and out of it. We shall still watch 
this case ; and we call upon the whole county of York- 
shire to watch it also. ‘lhe men are yet in York Castle— 
and we will endeavour to take care they are not liberated 
without the verdict of a jury. 


Brig 


UActters of the Black Dwarf, 


from the Black Dwarf in London, to the Yellow Bonze 
at Japan. 
DEVONSHIRE COUNTY MEETING. 
Respected Yellow. Friend, 

I have now a portrait of a sheriff for thee to exhibit in 
thy cabinet of two-legged simpletons. This rare fellow 
refused to call a meeting of the county, lest some “ ter- 
rible demagogues’’ from other places should make an inroad 
upon the loyalty of Exeter city! If his refusal could 
have prevented a meeting, there might have been some 
policy, though but little honesty in this behaviour: but 
when the man must have known there would be a meeting 
notwithstanding the want of his consent, he ought to 
have recoliected, that a refusal was more likely to create 
‘‘ demagogues” in the county, than to keep to others out 
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of it. It reqnires five magestrates to make up for the want 
of one sheriff in such a business; but the system has 
squeezed many magistrates into radicalism; and it is as 
easy to get five magistrates now to call for reform meetings, 
as it was formerly to obtain the signatures of seven honse- 
keepers for the same purpose. 

The Meeting has taken place. Lord Ebrington pre- 
sided ; and the Sheriff was as roughly handled as his eon- 
duct deserved. I dare say Mr. Sheriff will now set down 
Lord Ebrington as a desperate demagogue! for his lord- 
ship designated his refusal to call the meeting “ an uncon- 
stitutional, violent, indiscreet, and ill-judged act; there 
being no right more generally acknowledged by the law, 
that the right of the people to assemble, and to state 
their grievances.”’ The inference from this is, that Mr 
Sheriff has played the part of an enemy to the rights of 
the people. As far as was in his power he has interfered 
to prevent the exercise of a right, on a cowardly and 
frivolous pretext. He has set himself against the people, 
and opposed to them a power supposed to be derived from 
themselves for their own benefit! Had he committed 
such on overt act against the authority of the king, he 
would have been dealt with in another sort. But any 
one may trample with impunity upon the inert lump of 
inanimate matter, called the constitutzion! There are 
some few, however, in Devonshire. who do not like to 
see the poor thing outraged and insulted: and they came 
forward on this occasion to try to ensure its better treat- 
ment. 

Mr. Budd opened the business of the day to the meeting 
by reading the resolutions, which were to the usual effect. 
—enumerating those grievances which are as common in 
the mouths of the people as the air they breathe; and 
praying fora full and efficient reform in the representation 
as the only adequate remedy 
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Dr. Tucker was the next speaker. During his address 
a voice from the crowd exclaimed, “ we are the happiest 
nation upon earth!’ This exclamation formed a good 
text for a momentary digression: and the speaker took it 
up With great spirit and effect.—‘ Are the Farmers and 
“Landlords happy!’ Can they be so, when [ am quite 
‘ certain that some of their labourers have been of late 
“compelled to work for five pence half penny per day ¢ 
‘¢ Tura for a moment towards our commercial affairs, does 
‘the Newfoundland trade flourish ? when our merchants 
‘instead of getting two guineas for a quintel of fish, can 
‘now only get 10s. or 12s. Ifany man can only get his 
‘*own in return for the efforts of his labour he is esteemed 
‘a happy man! Now then for the manufacturing interest, 
‘is that in happy state, when it is certainly dependent 
“upon the East India Company, who ride the tradesmen, 
“like the old man of the woods did Sinbad, the sailor. 
“ Claughter). The gentleman who spoke just now from 
“ the crowd, no doubt was among the happy ones, and if 
“any more of his friends who may be present would 
‘come forward and oppose us, we shall then have the 
‘ pleasure of seeing the happy few!’ The happy fellow 
was too wise to show himself; and probably his happiness 
was a little clouded by this chastisement of his folly ; and 
his principle pleasure at that moment was to sneak quietly 
away ! 

Among other excellent matter, Dr. Tucker gave the 
meeting a very useful caution :—“< Let no tory slave,” said 
he, “ deceive you on the question of representation. | 
“think virtual representation virtual nonsense: and | 
‘would recommend those who are partial to virtual repre- 
‘sentations to be satisfied with the s/eam of their kitchens 
“ and the scent of their wine-cellars.’” This speaker con- 
cluded his address with some very free remarks upon the 
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eonduct of the Sheriff; and Dr. Tucker will doubtless be 
added to the list of Devonshire “ Demagogues,’ when 
tle catalogue is forwarded up to the Secretary of State. 

My excellent friend, Mr. Northmore, next made his ap- 
pearance in front of the hustings, and delivered the follow- 
ing address; which for pertinent matter, and pointed 
illustration, has had but few parallels in the archiv-s of 
modern eloquence. 

“My excelleat Brother Freeholders, 

If everthere was a time, if ever there were circumstances, 
which called with voice, almost more than human, upon the 
people of England, to demand an immediate and effective 
reform of the representation, that surely must be the 
lime, and those surely must be the circumstances, when 
al oilicer appointed by the Crown has refused to hear the 
complainis of the people ; and when a minister appoint- 
ed by the Crown has openly avowed that the Govern- 


ment of England has guaranteed the despotism of the 


Continent!—Nay, more, the French writers have asser- 
ted, in kind reciprocity, that we have not only guaran- 
teed the throne of France to the Bourbons, but that the 
Bourbons have guaranteed to us the throne of the Bo- 
rougimongers. Of these Boroughmongers, there are no 
less than 267 who nominate near 500 members to what 
is called the collective wisdom of the nation, and this 
system is supported by Jews and jails, by fetters and 
lread-mills, by six acts and bayonets. You are now, 
Gentlemen, about to petition, once more, this collective 
body, and I hope it will be the last time you will ever 
petition an unreformed house ; and as your object is pe- 
titioning, it is but right that you should know what is 
legally meant by the word. 


Petitioning, then, does not 
mean begging. 


No man begs of his own servants, to 
Whom you used to pay wages—viz. two shillings a day— 
and upon my soul, | think, if you were to deduct one 
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shilling and eleven pence haif-penny from the two shil- 
lings, the remainder would be enough for a modern mem- 
ber. Let us now hear what our ancestors thought of pe- 
titioning ; in Magna Charta, clause 70, King John states 
that. “ Grievances shalt be laid open to him by petetion 
for redress without delay, and if not redressed within forty 
days, the Barons shall destrain, and distress him.”’—In the 
Bill of Rights— Our Ancestors claim, demand and insist 
upon this their undoubted right.” Judge Doddridge says, 
“Public proclamation is to be made, that all men by a 
certain day bring in their petitions ; and if no answer be 
made is is intended that all are satisfied. Sir R. Sadler says, 
“ that Parliament shall not be dissolved till all petitions 
were discussed and answered.’ The Mopvus TEenen- 
DI states, “ Parliament shall not dissolve as long as any 
petition made thereunto hangeth undiscussed, or unde- 
cided. The King being desirous to give his subjects re- 
dress of any injury, and not to suffer his people to go 
unsatisiied.”’ Lord Coke—‘‘ One of the principal ends of 
calling parliaments is for redress of mischiefs and grievan- 
ces,—for the Commons are the general inquisitors of the 
Realm.’’——Stat. 36, Edward 3, confirms this, and enacts, 
“‘ that for the redress of grievances, a parliament should 
be holden every year.’”’—And Sir M. Hale eives his ap- 
probation of this good act. Stat. Prov. 25, Edward 3,— 
States, “ that upon the mischiefs that happen, the King 
ought, and is bound by his oath, with the accord of his 
people in Parliament, thereof to make remedy.” Lord 
Chancellor Fortescue—-(And here Gentlemen! the only 
advantage which I envy our Noble Chairman is—that he 
has the blood of this Patriotic Chancellor flowing in his 
veins) Well, Lord Chancellor Fortescue says, that “ the 
King is appointed to protect his subjects in their lives, pro- 
perties, and laws ; for this very end and purpose he fas 
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the delegation of his power from the people---for the first 
thing which lives and moves is the intentionot the peo- 
ple.’ Why! this Chancellor is quite a radical! You will 
not then beg and pray to those, who according to the 
poet--- 

“) ne-half the people by their arts bewitch, 

“ And starve the other half to make them rich: 

“ And when they have undone ten thousand score, 

“ Are humbly prayed to ruin thousands more.” 
No, No!—Petitioning does not mean begging.—James I. 
was dethroned for subverting the right of petitioning !--- 
Well then! you are going to petition, and [ will lay a 
wager that your petition will go, where 400 petitions 
have gone before---to the vault of the Capulets. No man 
can expect a ganzrene tu cure itself. Sir William Cres- 
pigny tells us, that petitions of the people make a hop, 
step, and a jump; they first lie upon the table, they then 
hop into a drawer, step into a bag, and jamp into a maga- 
zine, from whence they take a leapinto a chandler’s shop, 
and are sometimes made up into the threadpapers of our 
honest matrons. One of the most extraordinary and ex- 
travagant arguments by which the system of corruption 
has been supported, is that said to have been used by 
Mr. Wortley, member for Yorkshire. It is this; that 
rotten boroughs have existed for 400 years, and therefore 
they are too sacred to be touched. Th’'s is quite a coup 
de grace in argumentation, and yet it is, I sce, quite a fa- 
vourite. Mr. Huskisson (who you know was a member of 
the Jacobin Club) affirms that the Candle-tax has existed 
since King William’s days, and therefore of course is not 
to be touched. Mr. Littleton affirms that the duties on 
coals have lasted 100 years; and Sir John Copley, who is 
so learned a lawyer, that he carries the whole law in his 
belly; and whom the rotten borough of Ashburton re- 
turned for its member without requiring the light of Ins 

VoL. X. No. 16, 
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countenance, says, that the bankrupt laws have been in 
operation 200 years, and cannot be amended. And these 
are called arguments, are they? Let us see; if 400 years 
be the criterion of excellence, what shali we say to the 
burning of witches? What, to the ancient kingdoms ef 
ireland and Scotland! These have endured for cen- 
turies upon centuries, and yet we hear no more of them. 
What shall we say to the poll-tax of Richard IL. or to 
ihe old Coronation Oath of James VI. “ to maintain true 
religion, and to root out all heretics ”’ Will Mr. Wortley 
consent. now to reot out the Church of England as a he- 
resy ? But if antiquity 1s so sacred, please to turn you at- 
tention to the changes of religion. We first worshipped 
the Druidical ‘Triads, burnt hundreds in wicker baskets, 
and cut the sacred misletoes on the 6th day of the moon 
with a golden knife. Now we hear nothing of the misle- 
toe, except kissing the pretty girls under it; and as to its 
sacredness, we leave that to the Freemasons., Next came 
Jupiter and Juno, and all the pretty gods and goddesses, 
to the tune of 30,000; butall these are gone except Venus 
aud Bacchus, who, I believe, find many votaries in the neigh- 
bouring city. Well! after Jupiter and Juno we had the 
Scandinavian deities---Tuisco, and Woden, and Thor, and 
Freya, &c. with whom our Scandinavian ancestors are, | 
suppose, drinking metheglin in the sculls of their enemies, 
in the hall of Vanhalla. Next came the Roman Catholic 
religion with all its relies, bulls, saints, Peter’s-pence, and 
confessions. All these lasted more than four hundred 
years. Which will these extraordinary reasoners choose ‘ 
But what will they say to tke old constitution of our 
ancestors? To Annual Parliaments, end Universal 
Suffraze? In ancient days every freeman, capable of 
bearing. arms, met twice every. vear in the fields of 
Marchand May, and there voted (all armed) for the 


laws of their country, and for the punishment of the 
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sons of corruption. There they elected all their officers, 
eivil and military, from the Chancellor down to the con- 
stable: and how necessary it was, and is, for the election 
of Sheriffs to be enjoyed by the people, you have the 
fullest proof this day. Our brave ancestors knew no- 
thing of special juries, or packed common juries ; they 
had no summary justice, nor parson magistrates; no 
standing armies, for every man was armed ; no barracks : 
no hangings for forgery, or within walled jails ; no fet- 
ters, nor treadmills, no flogging of soldiers, or pressing 
of sailors; our ancestors would have rebelled against 
flogging; and an English sailor never needs pressing in 
his country’s cause. ‘There was then no transportation to 
be in pursuit of game f no Lord Ellenborough’s cutting 
and maiming acts ; no French guarantee for the nights, or 
tather for the wrongs of Englishmen; no Whig and 
Tory boroughmongers; no money made of rags; no 
farmers cracking stones on the highways, because they 
cannot make two bushels of corn ott of ones no labourers 
wearing bells about their necks; no perpetual taxation ; 
no folios of unintelligible jargon, called Law ; and to 
conclude, for I have neither time nor patience to go 
through with any more, then they had no Jews, who 
threatened to come, and take half their property. This 
crowns the whole—and richly do my brother Squires, 
ihe jolter heads, deserve it. Wave they not voted for 
every measure that oppresses the people, either in their 
persons or their pockets! But the Jews are coming, are 
they? Well! I say, come Mordecai! come and take! 
1 told my brave brother freeholdess in Somerset, last 
Thursday se’nnight, and I now ‘repeat it to you, that 
nothing would give me greater pleasure, than to see a 
select corps of Israelites marching up this Castle-Yard, 
linder the command of Field Marshal Shadrac, and Major- 
General Abednego, Only think of Moses, and Isaac, and 
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Jacob, all squatted down in Breton Palace and Killerton 
Park. I already hear them greeting each other in their 
Syro-Chaldee:—“< Salem Salem! Fine country dis! 
“ Brother Moshes! How much better this vine air of 
‘‘ Devonshire to the smok of Change Alley. Moshes 
‘‘ love de gold after de paper; no var for Spanish Shaco- 
* pins; Moshes give all de glory to de Duke of Velling- 
‘ton, and to de Christian Inglish, but Moshes keep all 
“de gold for himself.” But evil always, my countrymen, 
precedes good ? Gop 
“ Never designed man to be a slave.” 

He created man in his own image---His service is perfect 
freedom. Misery, depend upon it, is a vast improver of 
the understanding---the more of it the better. Corruption 
(only thmk!) has been declared to be necessary to the 
safety of the state. Why, so it is, exactly as the palsy 
and the gout are necessary to cure the glutton and the 
drunkard. The Spanish fever will, I trust, ultimately 
cross the Pyrenees. Then England will be free. Mr. 
Canning says “ that he cannot see his way.” I will en- 
deavour to shew him his way. He puts me in mind of a 
man who sometimes forgot his own name, and one even- 
ing having written a long ‘letter in a coffee-house, just 
in time for the post, he wrote his Christian name Edward, 
and could not for the blood of him think of the other--- 
“ How, (cried he,) what shall I do---Edward! Edward !--- 
Waiter, what is my name?’ “ Indeed, Sir, I never saw 
you before!’”’ Well, out he ran into the street to go 
to his wife, and having got about 200 yards he met 
a friend, who, wondering what was the matter, accosted 
him.---“ Why, Mr. Wilkie ——”?! “ Oh, thank you, Sir,” 
said the overjoyed gentleman, and returned as fast 
as his legs could carry him to the coffee-house. Now ! 
fear that Mr. Canning will give me no thanks for what I 
am about to say---but as the interests of the King and peo- 
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ple are one, and as they are both equally enslaved by the 
Borough Faction---let the King but give the word, and 
the people will want no St. Dunstan to take the Borough 
Devils by the nose. But, as I fear, the advice here civen 
will not be taken ; and asthe Spanish fever has not yet 
passed the Pyrenees, I will conclude with a proposal to 
the Whigs! and I earnestly implore those Whigs, who, 
really, and conscientiously wish well to the cause of re- 
form, to listen to me with attention, before it be too late. 
I will address myself to those two Noblemen of the Whig 
party, who rank high in character---I mean the Duke of 
Bedford andthe Duke of Norfolk ; the former has acknow- 
ledged (in a late letter) the principle “ that the people 
ought to be restored to their undoubted right of being fully 
represented in Parliament ;’’ and the latter was a brother 
member with me of the Hampden Club, andof course has 
put his signature to asimilar principle. Mr. Oldfield states 
that these two Noblemen possess the nomination of, or in- 
fluence over fifteen Members in Parliament. Now IF THEY 
WILL MAKE OVER TO ME ONLY SIX SEATS FOR ONE 
TWELVEMONTH---I WILL TAKE THE WHOLE TROUBLE OF 
REFORM OFF THEIR HANDS. If their Graces accept this 
offer, the people will thank them ; of they refuse this offer, 
the people will know them.—( Cheers. ) 

The concluding paragraph is a home-thrust at the 
borough system ; which was parried by Lord Ebrington ; 
who, on this subject, remarked that he had just received 
a letter from the Duke of Bedford stating, “ no sacrifices 
“should be wanted on his part, to bring about a full, fair, 
“and free representation of the people in parliament ;— 
‘but (hang these buts!) while the present corrupt prin- 
“ciple existed, it would be the heighth of imprudence 
“in him to relinquish the nomination of those seats, 


‘< 


Which might so easily be converted to the service of our 


sé 


enemies.’’ 
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This is sad reasoning, oa the part of a radical refor- 
mer; and the Duke avows that he 1s one. The only 
sacrifice he can make, for this great cause, is the sacrifice 
of his nominations. But this would be imprudent! 
Wuyv? What imprudence would there be 4 What bene- 
Jit are his boroughs, either to ham, or to his party? The 
ministers have a safe maortty already; and what could 
they have more, if no whig lord possessed a single 
borough? The only service the nominations could con- 
fer on the cause of parliameritary reform, would be tn the 
sélection of the most pewerfal advocates of that measure; 
The Duke may say that he nominates none but frends to 
the cause of reform. But there are professed friends to 
many questions who do them more harm than good; 
and some real friends to reform, who are unable 
to do it the service it requires. Very different ta- 
lents are required to reform the house, and to assist 
in- the ordinary business of legislative assemblies. The 
Duke’s members of parliament might be very excel- 
lent legislators upon previously ascertained principles, 
but for the business of contending. with the active forces 
in the defence of parliamentary corruptions, they are to- 
tally unfitted. If the Duke were in earnest, would he not 
nominate such men as would do eredit to his sincerity. If 
he had any vulgar horror of the names of certain active 
Reformers, whomay, in his Grace’s opinion, have shewn 
more zeal than prudence---there are others on whom 
his nomination might have fallen to whose charge not even 
calumnly has dared to lay an offence. Such men, for in- 
stance, as Northmore and Cartwright! Why should the 
absence of such men from the senate, give colour to the 
current opinion that there are Whigs, who would be even 


more galled by their presence in the House of Commons, 
than the Fories ! 
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How often must we tell these Whig Borough Proprie- 
tors, that their nominations do them no good with the 
monarch, and much harm with the people? When they 
were popular, they did not need their boroughs as step- 
ping-stones to power :---and when they are unpopular, 
their boroughs are utterly useless to them. Unless they 
will accept Mr. Northmore’s proposal, and make a com- 
mon cause with the Reformers, they had better relinquish 
their boroughs at once, let what will become of them.--- 
In the hands of the ministry, they could only render the 
system more odious;---and, conducted as the opposition 
isat present, it would be far better that there were no 
opposition at all! The people would then learn that they 
must depend entirely on their own exertions; and, 
throwing aside these stilts, they would tread the firmer, 
and walk the faster. There would be no more of “ let us 
‘see what this man will do :---let us see what this motion 
“ will produce :---let us be quiet, until this is granted, or 
“ that is rejected ;’’---but the people would set about their 
work, and it would be effectually done. | | 

Among the Devonshire demagogues will also be classed 
Mr. Rodd, Mr. Hamlyn, the Rev. Mr. Jones, Mr. Rundle, 
Colonel Pell, and various others; and, it is more that 
probable, that the Sheriff, by refusing to convene the 
meeting, has conferred a greater benefit upon the cause 
he meant to injure, than he could have done, had he been 
the warmest of its friends. Devonshire has had an op- 
portunity of vindicating its political character ; and it has 
shewn that it would not wear the trammels of an offical 
servant. The refusal has called up a local indignation 
against the conduct of the Sheriff, which will tend to 
keep alive discussion on the principles of reform: and the 
example that the presence of a Sheriff is not essentially 
necessary to give either weight or character to a county 
meeting, will have great effect. Such officers should be 
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taught, that when they condescend to become the tools of 
a faction, their presence is rather a disgrace than an ad- 
vantage. 

Trusting that every other county which has not yet 
shaken off its trammels will follow the example of De- 
vonshire ; and particularly calling upon Staffordshire and 
Warwickshire to do their duty, 

I remain, 
Thy friend and well wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 


P.S. Mister Emperor Iturbide has found his golden 
wig too hard for his temples, and has wisely laid it 
aside. I toid thee, emperorship was not likely to bea 
profitable trade in the New World;---but I was afraid 
this impudent fellow would have got a little business. 
He has, however, totally failed ; and so very little appre- 
hension is entertained of the future designs of this royal 
quack, that he has been permitted to retire to his private 
house, and sink into the mass without any notice. This is 
moderation in the extreme---forbearance beyond example 
---and | hope it will not be abused. Should the fellow 
try again “to be measured for a golden wig,’ he ought 
not to meet with any lenity. 


REMOTE miteen, eR NER RR ne SELECT RAEI ACR RS nn ar A ESN NEARS 


ACTUAL INVASION OF SPAIN. 





The curtain isagaindrawn up, and another act of the 
Grand Revolutionary drama of Europe has been commenced, 
France invades Spain, upon the same grounds as Eng- 
land invaded France, at the commencement of the French 
Revolution. There are some shades of difference be- 
tween the circumstances ; but it is the same principles 
that direct the movement, and the flagrant wickedness of 
both the transactions is undeniable. The same motives. 
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too, tempted Mr. Pitt, that-now tempt the Bourbons. It 
was supposed that the revolutionary fever had weakened 
France so much that war could not be unsuccessful. Mr. 
Burke proclaimed that she had blotted herself out of the 
map of Europe, by the destruction of her king, andthe 
abolition of her priesthood, and her aristocracy:—and 
that where France was, he saw only a mighty void. ~ To 
fill up this void, a British prince, anda British army were 
sent, in the hope that a march to Paris would be as easy, 
asa march to Madrid is now deemed. But the Duke of 
York found, to his cost, that the void supposed to be 
occasioned by the absence of a king, a race of nobility, 
and a host of monks, was filled up with MEN, who were 
ready and able to defend their ground. A war, expected 
to terminate speedily in the conquest of France, 
laid Europe for years at the feet of the French people. 
The expenses of that war incumbered us with eight hun- 
dred millions of debt, besides a sum of equal amount levied 
in taxation:—and though France sunk at last.under the 
exhaustion of her own exertions, yet England, in a na- 
tional point of view, has suffered more than France ; and 
is far less likely to recover her original vigour. 7 
With such a disastrous example before them, which 
ought to have deterred the Bourbons from any imitation, 
they have set out in the same career, They have intro- 
duced our funding system to support the expenses of their 
crusade ; and whether apparently victorious, or the re- 
verse, it will lead them to the brink of the same preci- 
pice on which we stand. : : 
Our ministers affect to be astonished that the Bourbons, 
who are so much indebted to England for their restoration, 
and who were restored to preserve the peace of Europe, 
should be so eager to falsify the hopes that were entertained 
ofthem. But was it to be expected that the Bourbons res- 
tored to the throne of France, would be the same tame and 
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humble creatures as the Bourbons dependent upon the 
charity of England for a meal! Whoever are armed with 
the sovéreign authority of France must be in some mea- 
sure opposéd to the interests of England as a rival state. 
We have evéry motive to wish for a continuance of peace 
that can arise from a consciousness Of the danger of war. 
The Bourbons are fully aware of our financial exhaustion ; 
and:as forgetful of the conditions by which they reign, as 
Napoleon could. have been’ eareless of the repose of the 
world, they commence a contest which offers them great 
advantage from success, and apparently but little injury 
from failure. The loss of St.. Domingo would be well 
compensated by the possession of Cuba, the largest and 
most important of the West-India islands. The want of 
eolonies has been long felt by the French, as tending to 
enfeeble their navy. To occupy what they can of the 
colonial possessions of Spain, which, inthe event of the 
neutrality of England, might be done to a considerable 
extent, would enable the French navy to recruit itself. 
independent of this, the mere existence of a war between 
France and Spain will afford a pretext for cultivating the 
marine of France, and thus put it ina condition for further 
and more important employment. 

There is another reason which has induced the Bourbons 
do this war, which has been altogether overlooked. Lf 
Spain had a liberal Government, it would be likely always 
to leanto the canseof England in any future contest with 
france :~but if a despotism and French influence can be 
restored, the reverse would necessarily be the case. To 
destroy the liberal government of Spain is therefore the 
essential policy of France ; and itis as evident, unless Eng- 
land mean in future to. give up all rivalry with France, 
that itis the essential policy of England to support it. Mr. 
Canning must see this. Lord Liverpool may obstinately 
shut his eyes; and Mr. Peel may be incapable of seeing 
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awything. But Mr. Canning has eyes, and cannot shut 
them to the consequences. Pérhaps he may hope that 
Spain is adequate to her own defence—that where Napo- 
leon failed, the Duke D’ Angouleme has no chance of suc-: 
cess—arid that France may be ultimately defeated in her 
attempt, without the interference of England. As far as: 
Spain and the Spanish Constitution is concermed, this may 
be the case :—but the colonial objects of Franee may be 
obtained : Cuba may be seized upon; a French navy may 
be organised ; and her martiné resources recovered from 
the low ebb in whicli they stand at present. The only 
hope to eounterbalarice this, is that the French may rise © 
against the Bourbons! This, however, is far less likely 
in war than im péace -—and, in truth; since they have sub-- 
mitted to them so lone, we are not inclined to place any ’ 
immediate dépendence upon stich a hope. al 

Mr. Canning laid the documents relative to the ne- 
gotiation of this country to avert the war, before the. 
Howse 6f Comnions on Monday evening. He promised : 
us a“ plain unvarnished tale ;” if he had kept his’ pro-- 
mise, it had been the first unvarnished tale he did ever tell: | 
bat whether we trust to a simple detail, or gild our in-. 
terference with all the charm of words, it will be equally 
perceived that eoriscious inability, coward fear, and ‘paltry 
indecision, have marked the é¢ondact of our cabinét ’ 
towards France ;—while towards Spaifi we have been 
insinuating and temporising, in order to induce her to 
comply with the request of France. The’ crisis, however, 
has arrived, and we mast tow bend to the eicumstances 
that we might have dictated. . 

The war is now fairly afloat. The first shot has been 
fired ; the first blood has been shed ; the first ‘victim: has 
been murdered. The banditti are in fall ery ; and the» 
trampet of unholy discord is pealing its horrid notes. 
That England should be lopg a mere spectator of guch a 
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war is impossible. With a French army devastating Spain, 
and a French fleet in the West Indies, threatening to oc- 
cupy the possessions that now hardly belong to Spain, 
it is impossible that we can long remain neutral, unless 
the nature of the Bourbons be altered, and the relative 
situation of France and England has undergone some un- 
known geographical alteration. 

Since the Bourbons have taken the first step in this 
measure, we trust it will end in sweeping from the face of 
the earth, a family which has only lived to outrage and to 
disgrace humanity. Since Spain is actually invaded---Since 
a host of cut-throats has entered the territory of an indepen- 
dant state, to compel it to alter its constitution ;—and to 
enforce submission to despotism and superstition at the 
point of the bayonet ;---that such a crusade may end in the 
universal destruction of its agents, and abettors, the 
Spanish Authorities should immediately denounce. the 
invaders as banditti ; and have recourse to any and every 
means of extirminating them. The laws of ordinary 
warfare should not be observed in such a case :—for the _ 
principles on which the invasion is conducted, must 
necessarily lead to the impeachment of every individual 
of high treason, who has taken any part in favour of the 
existing order of things. Should the members of the 
Cortez fall. into the hands of the French Assassins, 
scaffolds, and dungeons, secret torture, and mnoon-day 
murder await them. The bloody scenes enacted at 
Naples, would be played over again at Madrid. Confiscation 
of property, and unlimited persecution would ensue. Here 
would be no peace, no safety, for the liberal party. No- 
thing less than its entire annihilation would content the 
blood-thirsty wretches who disgrace the uniform of -sol- 
diers, and the character of princes. Some dreadful lesson 
should be given to them in time, to teach them that the 
garb would not entitle them to the treatment cf soldiers. 
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We give the Orders of the Day, and the Proclamation of 
the Duke d’Angouleme; who, very wisely issues in his 
own name the doctrines from which he knows France as 
a nation dissents. This fellow knows nothing of the duty 
ofan officer; nor has he any of the talent necessary to the 
command of an army; but ef¢quette requires @ prince. at 
the head of a monarchical army—not that he is of any 
use there to the cause he is engaged in, but he gets the 
honour of any success which may be obtained! and this is 
called adorning the state ! 

We cannot call upon our readers to bestow too much 
contempt upon the Proclamation of the Duke d’Angou- 
leme, on the entrance of the French into Spain. The ap- 
parent falsehood, the vile cant, the horrid blasphemy of 
such a document, need no remarks. To insert it is to 
damn it to everlasting infamy, and to consign its-author 
to eternal execration. 

THE DUKE D’ANGOULEME, GENRRAL IN CHIEF OF THE! 
ARMY OF THE PYRENEES, TO THE SPANIARDS. 

«“ The King of France, in recalling his’ Ambassador 
from Madrid, had hoped that the Spanish Government, 
warned of its dangers, would have returned to more mo- 
derate sentiments, and would cease to be deaf to the coun- 
sels of -benevolence and reason. Two months and a half 
have elapsed, and his Majesty has waited in vain for the 
establishment in Spain of an order of things compatible 
with the safety of the neighbouring states. 

“ The French Government has supported two whole 
years, with a patience without example, provocations the 
most undeserved. ‘The Revolutionary Faction which has 
destroyed in your country the Royal authority, which 
holds your King captive, which demands his forfeiture, 
Which menaces his life and that of his family, has-carriéd 
beyond your frontiers its guilty efforts. It has tried every 
means to corrupt the army of his Most Christian Majesty, 
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and to excite troubles in France: as it had contrived by the 
contagien of its doctrines and. its example, to operate the 
insurrections .of' Naples and Piedmont. Deceived in its 
hopes, it called ‘traiters, condemned by your tribunals, to 
consummate, under the protection of triumphant rebellion | 
the plots formed by them against their country. It is time 
to putan end to ‘the anarchy which Aears Spain in pieces, 
which deprives (heriof the power of giving peace to her 
Colonies, which separates her from Europe, which has 
interrupted all her relations with the august Sovereigns 
whom-the same intentions and the same wishes unite with 
his Most Christian Majesty, and which compromise the 
repose and the interests of France. 

 Spaniatds!—France is notat war with your country. 
orn of the same blood with your kings, I ean only desire 
your independence, your happiness, and your glory. I 
am about to cross the Pyrenees at the head of a hundred 
thousand :Freachmen, : but it isto support the: Spaniards 
who are: frends of order and-the Jaws, to aid them to 
diberate their king who.is,a prisoner, to raise the altar and 
the throne, to snatch the :priests from proscription, the 
proprietors from speliation, the whole people from the 
dommetion of afew aprbitious persons, who ia proclaiming 
iherty prepaneonly the slanery and ruin of Spain. Spa- 
niards!--AlL, will be deme for you and with you—the 
drench are and willpnly be your auxiliaries. Your stan- 
dard will wave ,alone.on your cities. The provinces 
amossed by our,soldiers willbe administered, in the name 
of; Ferdinand, by Spanish Authorities. The most severe 
discipline will ba observed... Whatever will:be necessaay 
for the seryice of the army shall be paid for with the most 
Teligious, exactness. We pretend jnot to impose lawson 
(you, or to Ocaupy your country. ; We swish.only your de- 
Jiveranee; -when we shall have obtained it, we shall 
return to, our country--happy in. having preserved a gene- 
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rous people from the calamities generated by a Revolution, 
and which experience has only taught us too well to know. 


; « LOUIS ANTOINE. 
« Head-quarters of Bayonne, April2, 1823. 


« By his Royal Highness the Prince General-in- 
Chief, the Counsellor of State, Civil Commis- 
sary of his Most Christian Majesty, 

“ DE MARTIGNAC,” 


The calm, the dignified behaviour of the Spanish Cortes 
on this momentous crisis, is cheering and consoling’ to'the 
cause of freedom. _ Unprovoked by the childish perversity 
of their puppet-king, they compel him to aet as a man of 
sense and integrity would act without compulsion. ‘Phey 
have taken all due care to prolong a contest, which will 
become less arduous to them, and more so to their enemies, 
every hour of its continuance. And, though left entirely 
to their own valour and their native resources, they pre- 
pare for the issue as becomes men who are ready to stake 
their lives on the hazard of the die. The foHowing excellent 


State Paper is their last answer to the calumnies of the 


Holy Alliance. 
(‘SPANISH CIRCULAR.) 


“ The present state of our relations with the French 
Government, and the fear that our just and circumspect , 
conduct towards all the powers of Europe may prove . 
insufficient to maintain that peace and harmony which is 
conducive to the interests of all; have induced his, Ma- 
jesty to put in practice every measure for avoiding.a war, 
which the Spanish people neither fear.nor provoke, 

“‘ One of the most proper means for the attainment of 
this object, doubtless, is the removal of. the Government 
to a point sufficiently remote from the Pyrenees to, afford , 
the least possible hope of surprise to the ; French. army, 
Which is now advancing to that frontier, and so situated, 
as to enable the functions of the Government to act with 
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their wonted rapidity and energy. These considerations 
occasioned choice to be made of the city of Seville, the 
ancient residence of the Spanish Monarchs. This city is so 
situated as to combine advantages which might in vain be 
sought for in any other part of the Peninsula, and ona 
former occasion it afforded the repose and security neces- 
sary for the welfare of the nation, when foreign armies, 
commanded by an usurper, came, with promises of peace 
and happiness, to spread terror and desolation throughout 
this favoured land. 

« Designs of a similar nature, which were premeditated 
by our enemies, have been frustrated by the foresight of 
the King, who issued the necessary orders for effecting 
the above-mentioned removal with all due speed. The 
safety of the King’s august person, that of the Royal 
Family, and all the high officers of the government being 
thus ensured, his Majesty will continue to exercise his 
solicitude for the public welfare in Seville so long as cir- 
cumstances may render his continuance in that city neces- 
sary for the preservation of the interests of the State, 
which his Majesty has sworn to protect at all hazards. 

‘“ Nothing can be more gratifying to his Majesty than 
to observe the admirable zeal evinced by the political 
chiefs and other authorities in the discharge of their re- 
spective duties, which at all times are esteemed sacred by 
patriotic functionaries, but which are much more so at the 
present moment, when the state of public affairs presents 
additional excitement for the exercise of every honourable 
principle. 

‘“‘ His Majesty wishes that the nature of the war, in- 
tended to be commenced against a country which has 
always observed the most rigid circumspection in her con- 
duct towards the rest of Europe, should be well under- 
Stood, and that the injustice and perfidy of such a pro- 
ceeding should be felt. If, however, this aggression against 
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the principles of the law of nations and true policy should 
actually take place, the Spaniards, who are shielded 
against the arts of seduction by the prudent warnmgs of 
their public authorities, as well as by their own magna- 
nimous sentiments, will firmly resist, and heroically subdue, 
the enemy who shall dare to set foot on the land in which 
they have secured to themselves so many glorious advan- 
tages. In conformity with these views, your Excellency. 
will regulate your conduct, progressively communicating 
to his Majesty whatever may be worthy of his royal at- 
tention, as he has ordered.”’ 





Correspondece. 


et ea 


BIBLE STEALERS! 

Mr. Epiror,—yYour remarks upon the conduct of the 
Rev. Mr. Coats, of Huddersfield, have put an idea into 
my mind, respecting the support that some men give to 
Bible-Societies. While the poor have Bibles, the priest 
can get his Easter dues, and Peter’s pence, by seizing 
them and selling them. And if the Bible-Societies can be 
induced to furnish them as fast as the priest seizes them, 
itis so much in his pocket; and well worth a speech or 
two in the course of the year. And perhaps a traffic may 
be opened between the individual priests who seize Bibles 
and the booksellers who supply the Bible-Societies.—This 
would make both ends meet, as we coblers say; and the 
teligious part of the public would thus subscribe for Bibles 
to put an additional capon into the priest’s pot—the.ten 
millions of tythes being evidently too little to maintain 
them decently! Excuse my freedom; but I think if Mr. 
Coats had paid any attention to his own, he need not 
have run away with the poor man’s Bible ;—and what 1] 
Wish is, that the Bible-Societies would see that every 

Vot. X, No. 16. 
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parson has a Bible of his own ; and if they were to make 
him read some passages in it, such as—‘‘ Thou shalt not 
covet thy neighbour's goods,’ &c. &e. it would be quite 
as well for the peace of society.—Your’s, &e. 


A CoBLer. 


SEDUCTION. 

Mr. Eprror,—Your account of the Reverend Mr. 
Rowland, of Kent, has amazed some of us at Maidstone ; 
and we hope Miss Hannah More, and the Bishops will take 
your hint, and set about writing “ Tracts for the parsons,” 
ata penny a piece. There are plenty of titles ready ; for 
instance—‘‘ The history of the Reverend Mr. Rowland: 
a warning to all parsons who tust after the flesh.’ “ The 
history of the Reverend Mr. Davis, who prostituted his 


wife to his pupil; a sad illustration of the text, ‘ buffet 
the devil and he will flee from you.’’’ Then there are 
the gaming parsons—the drinking parsons—the swearing 
parsons—the lying parsons—and many other sorts of par- 
sons, who would require a tract for their pecuhar edifi. 
cation. Do enlarge upon this topic; and perhaps Miss 
Hannah More, who has wriften a great many tracts for 
those who do not want them, may make a little amends by 
writing a few for those who do!—Your’s, &e. 


A Man or KENT. 





25 en 


MISCELLANY. 





At the recent assizes for Lancaster, several persons re- 
siding at Ashton-under-Lyne, were indicted for having 
displayed black flags, &c. on the anniversary of the 
slaughter of the 16th of August, 1819. The prosecutors 
were ashamed to carry their case into court; and with 
great difficulty prevailed upon the accused to consent to 


plead guilty, upon condition that they should not be called 
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upon for punishment. We do not blame the parties for so 
consenting ; but we sincerely wish they had not done so ; 
as it is only by teaching the minions of the system that 
their persecution is despised, that it can be effectually 
checked. Mr. Brougham very honestly said, the men had 
acted under the influence of their feelings; and that if he 
had been one of them he should probably have done the 
same. Mr. Justice Bailey said, “ No, no, they acted 
illegally.” But, by his leave, the case was not before 
him; and we tell him they had not—though we have 
little doubt but that a Lancashire jury would have said 
they did, quite as readily as it threw out the bills against 
the real offenders. 

THE REVENUE has considerably declined in the last 
year; but we do not take this to be any criterion of the 
state of the country. The diminution is about a million 
and a half: nearly the amount of the taxes remitted in 
the past sessions ; so that it would seem the reduction of 
the taxation had not increased the consumption. This, 
however, can have but little effect upon the system; 
which will last as long as the people are servile, crouch- 
ing, and credulous. 


Abstract of the Net Produce of the Revenue of Great Britain in the 
Years and Quarters ended the Sth of April, 1822, and the 5th of 
April, 1823, shewing the Increase or Deerease on each head thereof. 





An 




















- age 
Y ears ended April 5. | Increase. | Decrease. 
1822.) 1823. 
De fee £ £ 
Customs .. .. | 9,335,711) 9,405,642 70,931 — 
Excise... . . | 26,695,623) 25,546,022 ni 1,148,701 
Stamps... .. | 6,227,318) 6,200,060) — . 27,258 
Post Office. ... | 1,288,000! 1,369,000 81,000 — 
Taxes ...°.. | 7,518,708! 6,874,855) — 613,853 
Miscellaneous. | 320,483, 426,575 106,095) -- 
51,385,843 49,824,057]  258,026' 1,819,812 


Deduct Increase sancti ingens greniialigtnden peas | 258,026 





Decrease onthe Year :.. : | 1,561,786 
, ’ 
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7 
Qrs~- ended April 5. | Increase. | Decrease. 
1822. 1823. | 
ee 
. &: : £ ee £ | & 
Customs ... . | 2,099,879) 2,109,408 9,29 a 
Excisé .\. 4-2 . 5,856,798) 5, 656,27 200,519 
Stamps ...-. . | 1,582,346) . 1,573,554 8,49: 
Post Office . . | 820,000; 380, 10, 000 — 
Taxes .,... {| 980,916) 861,764 119,152 
Miscellaneous . 63,621 76, 799 13, 178 —— 
~” 10,908,560] 10,6081 “Hl 07] | $28,163 
Dedubtiacrease ss 6 3% ee ’ 325707 
Decrease on the ek «os ww & 6 295, 456 





By the above abstract, there appears to be a decrease, in the 
year, of 1,561,7861.; and, in the quarter, of 265,4591. as compared 
with the corresponding year and quarter. The decrease, however, 
has been produced by diminished taxation—namely, the "reduction 
of the Excise Duties on Malt, Salt, and Leather, and the repeal 
of the Agricultural Horse Tax. There is a surplus over the charge 
on the Consolidated Fund of 2,133,7691.: in the corresponding 
quarter of last year it was only 1,545,0471. - 





SNARE RYT IIS 1 neti 





POETRY: 








TO THE PETITIONING RADICALS; 





Ye Radicals, before that you petition 
The LEGION CLUB to alter its‘condition, 
First at St. Géles’s open your commission ; 
Your errand publishing through every street, 
Try your persuasive powers on all you meet : 
If but one cut-purse shall compunction show, 
Or one sly pickpocket his trade forego ; 
If, in the act of filching, change his mind, ° 
His hand withdrawing, leave your watch behind; 
If these on law and right no longer trample, 
Then Greater may follow their example, 


Hull, April 1, 1823; ~ ANDREW MARVEL. 
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